The Last Generation – Part One

There are some events of history that would’ve been really exciting to witness.  But the generation living at the return of Jesus Christ – the ‘last generation’ - will witness unparalleled happenings.   

It is natural to wonder about the future – especially the end times and the return of Jesus Christ.  The disciples asked Jesus, “Tell us, when will these things be?  And what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?"  (Matthew 24:3)

God is in the business of pre-writing history – it is called prophecy.  Because God has communicated them to us, the Biblical prophecies can properly be called ‘facts’, even though they are yet to take place.

Here are some FACTS about the return of Jesus Christ:

· There are ~3,000 prophecies of Jesus’ return – compare that with ~300 for His first coming …

· The ‘world’ will be surprised by His 2nd coming – Mt. 24:38,39 – Christians should not be.  More about this later …

· Many will claim to be Christ - & deceive many – Mt. 24:5 …

· There will be wars & rumors of wars – Mt. 24:6 …

· There will be famines – Mt. 24:7 …

· There will be pestilences – Mt. 24:7 …

· There will be earthquakes in various places – Mt. 24:7 …

· These are the beginning of sorrows – birth pains – Mt. 24:8 …

· There will be widespread persecution of Christians – Mt. 24:9 …

· There will be people who previously professed to be Christians, but  will betray – even family members - true followers of Christ – Mt. 24:10 & Luke 21:16

· There will be many false prophets who will deceive many – Mt. 24:11 

· Lawlessness – when people live by their own rules, or without rules and moral constraints - will abound – Mt. 24:12 …

· Love will grow cold – Mt. 24:12 … cf.: without natural affection –       II Timothy 3:3 (KJV).

· The gospel will be preached in all the world – Mt. 24:14 …

Two Lessons – The IMPACT of the FACTS:

1. We need to WITNESS & lead as many people to Christ as possible – Daniel 12:3 …

2. We need to WATCH – Mt. 25:13 & Rev. 16:15 … & be refined …
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· These sorrows - Mt. 24:8 (Gr: ‘birth pains’) will commence when the Antichrist establishes a covenant w/ Israel/the world …

· it will be a 7-year period – Daniel’s ‘70th Week’ – Dan. 9:27 …

· the promise/covenant will include ‘peace & safety’ – but that will actually be the beginning of the ‘labor pains’ – I Thess. 5:3 …

· in the middle of the 7-yr. period – Daniel 9:27; 12:7 (‘time, times, and half a time’ = 3 & ½ yrs.),11,12 – the Antichrist – will suspend Jewish sacrifices/offerings & exalt himself as God – II Thess. 2:3,4 & Rev. 13:4,5 … 

· it is evident, then, that the temple will have been rebuilt in Jerusalem – II Thess. 2:4 & Daniel 9:24,27 …

· he is also called ‘the man of sin’, ‘son of perdition’ – II Thess. 2:3

· he will be capable of amazing powers & signs & (lying) wonders – II Thess. 2:9 …

· the Antichrist will try to change ‘times and law’/customs – Daniel 7:25 … again, for ‘time, times, and half a time’ (3 & ½ yrs.) …

· those who don’t love the truth, God’s Word, the only way in which they could be saved – will instead believe ‘the lie’ – II Thess. 2:11 … the lie that the Antichrist is God – II Thess. 2:4 …

· this tribulation – Gr.: thlipsis – will be a time (3 & ½ yrs.) of unparalleled persecution – Mt. 24:21,22 …if God didn’t intervene, all believers would killed … Dan. 7:25 & Rev. 13:7 …

· ‘Commerce’ & the mark of the beast: Revelation 13:15-18 …

· A clue to the identity of the Antichrist: Daniel 9:26 …

· the ‘seals’ of Revelation 6 correspond to the tribulation spoken of by Jesus in Mt. 24:15-28 …

· Before the wrath of God is poured out at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, believers will be gathered/raptured – Greek: episunoge –  I Thess. 4:13-18 & II Thess. 2:1 & Mt. 24:31 … 

· Revelation 7:1-14 corresponds with the rapture of the church …see especially Revelation 7:9,14 …

· Jesus will return at the end of the 3 & ½ yrs. of great tribulation and the wrath of God – Greek: orge – will commence – Mt. 24:29-30 …

· Revelation 8 & 9 corresponds with the wrath of God being poured out – the angels sounding the trumpets …

· There isn’t total agreement about exactly when the rapture takes place within the 7-yr. period, but without a doubt it occurs BEFORE the wrath of God is poured out – Romans 5:9 … I Thess. 5:9 …

· Back to Mt. 24:37-39 – the lesson of Noah and the flood … compare with Genesis 7:4-16 … see especially Genesis 7:4,10,13 …

Two Lessons – The IMPACT of the FACTS:

1. WITNESS & lead as many to Christ as possible - Daniel 12:3…

2. We need to WATCH – Mt. 25:13 & Rev. 16:15 … & be refined …

